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Accelerating and sustaining the energy 
transition, the need for living labs as bridge 
between R&D and the economy



The future is how we 
want to co-create it
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STRATEGIC INTERDISCIPLINARY R&D CENTER 
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STATE OF THE ART LABS

LIVING LAB

INCUBATOR &
START-UPs

EXPERTISE-, &
TRAININGCENTER

A CO-CREATION ECOSYSTEM

RESEARCH



Electric Grid

Thermal Grid

Step 3: Consolidation
Strategic 

interdisciplinary R&D 
center

Electric? Water?
Thermal? Gases?
HVAC? Mobility?
…

Step 2: Infrastructure
Building the Smart 

village lab

20212020

How to help 
companies to 
innovate 
further?
Co-creation 
ecosystem 
platform

Step 5: Valorization
Incubator

Step 4: Scale-up
Living Lab

20232022

ü Thermal
ü Hydrogen
ü Autonomous 

vehicles
ü Batteries
ü …

Step 1: Knowledge
1st research projects

2018

INNOVATING THE
ENERGY TRANSITION
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20202018 2019

6 haalbaarheidsstudies

Haalbaarheidsstudie
Smart Bike Path

Smart Multi Energy Lab

INNOVATING THE
ENERGY TRANSITION

Accumulated to 7M€
4FTE à +30FTE
And the start GEP

2021
7



600m

Brussels Health Campus

Demonstrator Living Lab 



9

Bidirectional and
smart charging
parkingSmart Village 

Control Center

Smart Home Lab: 
3 houses

4 different 
batteries

SMART VILLAGE LAB



DEMONSTRATION LIVING LAB
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DATADRIVEN INTDISCIPLINAIRY KNOWLEDGE
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QUESTIONS?

MAARTEN.MESSAGIE@VUB.BE

THIERRY.COOSEMANS@VUB.BE

JIMMY.VAN.MOER@GREENENERGYPARK.BE
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